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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Big-
Circle. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest
issue has been posted on the Web. The publication can be
viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.
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Community Relations Specialist serves
as bridge between two countries

In this edition, the Big Circle
interviewed Hidekazu Oshiro, who
accompanied Marine Corps leaders
when they visited Sendai and Os-
hima (see related story on pages 3-6)

Editor: What is your job?

Oshiro: I work as a commu-
nity relations specialist with the
G-7 Government and External
Aftairs office for Marine Corps
Installations Pacific, on Camp
Foster.

The office is a point of contact
for the Japanese national and lo-
cal governments when it needs to
communicate with the Marine
Corps.

For example, if officials need
to learn about the Marine Corps,
they make a request to my office.
I examine the request and invite
them for a briefing or site visit.

I also coordinate meetings and
discussions among representa-
tives of Okinawa, Japan, and the
United States Marine Corps.

Another important respon-
sibility is to make the necessary
arrangements for base access
when Japanese delegates visit a
camp. We just received visits by
the Japanese prime minister and
defense minister this year.

I serve as an interpreter at
meetings or courtesy calls, too.
I often serve as an interpreter at
meetings between the Marine
Corps and Japan Self-Defense
Force. When Marine Corps
leaders visit a Japanese ministry
or agency office in Tokyo, I ac-
company them. I went to Sendai
and Oshima with Lt. Gen. Ken-
neth J. Glueck Jr. and Maj. Gen.
Peter J. Talleri when they visited

those places to see the restoration
progress after the March 11,2011
earthquake and tsunami. Com-
pared to the difficulties people
of Oshima face, the problems
I have are minuscule. The trip
made me think that I need to be
more patient.

Edtor: So you work as a bridge
between two cultures. How do
you like your job?

Oshiro: When I started this
job, I was amazed by the fact
that I can be part of something
so significant and important to
Okinawa, Japan and America. I
feel a heavy responsibility.

This job gives me the oppor-
tunities to work for prominent
dignitaries, such as the prime
minister whom I would not be
able to see otherwise. It’s been a

great CXpCI'iCI’lCC for me.

Editor: Is there any particular
project that left a strong impres-
sion on you?

Oshiro: The G8 Summit
meeting was held in Okinawa in
2000. Iwill never forget the event
because it was right after I started
working for the Marine Corps.
Reporters, government officials
and many others from all over
Japan came to Okinawa. They
wanted to visit the military bases
while they were on the island.
The Marine Corps set up a static
display of equipment and weap-
ons on Camp Schwab, which
was the closest camp to Bankoku
Shinryo Kan, the venue for the
G-8 Summit. I gave briefings
to visitors on the missions and

capabilities of the Marine Corps.
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It has become my routine to read the Big Circle first thing in
BIZDHICBBBOTOVELOT BRARNSHAICEELVWERVE

the morning after getting up at four o’clock.

kR I don’t just read through a story but instead, I give a number
. » to each paragraph as I read. I try to understand the English text
ECENN-E first, and then I number each paragraph in the Japanese text to

read the corresponding paragraph to check my understanding. It
takes me three or four days to read one story, one or two months
to read the whole magazine.

In each story, I encounter one or more parts I don’t under-
stand. Because the grammar-based interpretation doesn’t always
work, I may read the Japanese text and say, “Oh, is this what it
means?” I learn a lot from the magazine.

Thank you for the the Big Circle Winter 2012 edition.

When I took the magazine out of the familiar orange envelope, I
thought I received the wrong magazine. But when I looked closely, 1
found the “Okina-wa” written in red and “Big Circle” in white.

I was still confused until I read the story on pages 11-12. The
magazine cover was the poster created at the Manga Contest in which
Japanese and American students competed and cooperated with each
other. The poster looks great!

What strikes me as innovative and interesting is the idea of the
“samurai and Superman.” Both samurai and Superman have been in
Japan and America for long time, but when they are together side-by-

Koichi Nakamasu, Nago City

side how novel the design looks! I—j( TER E. MR- Fip - BEEEDI. ZLDFEEDEK
I see the powerful and vibrant momentum in their strides and BER. cRE. cBEMEZEHFELTEVET, K& FrHh-
brightness and strength in their faces. @ﬁﬁ%?’i’ﬁﬁ DL T7UVIl e X—b. FRIFHBFICT
The magazine was also delivered to my office, so I will have it TEED T KELE ) BERETTHEEYCETY, BHITETEL
circulated among my colleagues. AR TKEGRIZBSZEHXNLET, BHFELTEVET
Hiroshi Toma, Uruma City ::;:go;% 3'1350;23 R HET
78 BB EHh Bldg.1, CPAO (UNIT 35001)
ESE RELH WER
e E-MAIL okinawa.mcbb.fct@usmc.mil
B TELEPHONE (098) 970-9403 FAX (098) 970-3803
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Tedako Walk integrates
Urasoe City, Camp Kinser

Hiroko Tamaki

Urasoe City held its annual Tedako
Wialk Feb. 4-5, inviting walking enthusiasts
throughout Japan to foster friendship and
promote physical fitness.

'The participants were given the option
to choose from four courses on the first day.
Those courses included the Ocean View
& World Heritage Course for 26.2 miles,
Kakazu Lookout & Countryside Course
for 20 kilometers, Urasoe Castle Ruins &
Kakazu Lookout Course for 10 kilometers
and Urasoe Castle Ruins Family Course for
five kilometers. The second day included five
courses, and among those options was the
course through Camp Kinser

Camp Kinser has opened its gate for the
Tedako Walk since 2002 when the event
started.

“It is a great honor for Camp Kinser to
be included in the event organized by the

s city,” said Ichino Kuba, the camp’s commu-
“nity relations specialist. “It means the camp
g IS re\f_og:;ni ?d as part.of the community.”

“The Camp Kinser course is very popu-
lar,” said Zenshi Gushiken, who works at
the Social Fitness Division, Urasoe Board of
Education, and is an organizer of the event.

“I chose this course because I wanted
to see the place where I usually don’t have
an access to,” said Taiichiro Yamashiro, an
Urasoe City resident and five-time par-
ticipant of the walk. “Also, I always look
forward to buying (burgers) at Burger King.
I think many people choose this course for
that reason.”

Approximately 4,100 people participated
on the first day and 3,350 people on the
second day, said Gushiken.

“One of the purposes of this event is
to educate children on traffic safety,” said
Mitsuo Gima, mayor of Urasoe City. “We
don’t alter or stop traffic for this event, and
children have to observe the traffic rules as
they walk.”

Gima himself participated and walked
side by side with Col. John E. Kasperski,
Camp Kinser commander.

Camp leaders haye taken part in the

p—— h,__ -

A participant of the Tedako Walk takes refreshments prepared by Marine Corps
Community Services during the two-day walking event held Feb. 4-5. One of
the Tedako Walk routes goes through the camp. 2B4-58 [CfThbh/=2BEIC
DEBTEZIA+—YT, BEKIAS2=T+—Y—EXDBHAELERY
ZMB38ME. A—RAD—2I3. Fvr o TFY—%ES.
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walk almost every year.

“We invite (IMarine leaders) to foster
friendship as neighbors,” said Gima. “We
keep good communication with the camp
and participate in each other’s events.”

“Mayor Gima is the extended family and
a good friend of Camp Kinser,” Kasperski said.

'This is the first time for Kasperski to join
the walk since his arrival to Okinawa this
past June, although he has taken many other
opportunities to experience the culture of
Okinawa and build friendships with local
people.

“All events are very fun,” said Kasperski.
“Im glad we get invited. It’s really a nice
experience.”

Gima thinks it is important to meet
face-to-face with military leaders at events
like this.

“It is very important because it gives us
an opportunity to talk with and understand
each other,” said Gima. “If we have a deep
mutual understanding, we can overcome
difficulties. For that to happen, we need to
meet with each other.”
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(from right) Col. John E. Kasperski,
Camp Kinser commander, his wife,
Romi Kasperski, and Ginowan City (=&
Mayor Mitsuo Gima walk together '.F“
on a back street of Urasoe City
during the Tedako Walk held Feb.
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Nago, IIT MEF welcome thousands
at Cherry Blossom festival

The streets of Nago Central Park were filled with music as members of the I1I Marine
Expeditionary Force Band serenaded the attendees of the Nago Cberry Blossom Festival.

Lance Cpl. Courtney G. White/Hiroko Tamaki

From January to February when cherry trees begin to bloom on
Okinawa, visitors from the island as well as tourists from off island
come to appreciate this early telltale sign of spring.

Nago is best known for the earliest cherry blossom viewing in Ja-
pan. Nago City hosts the Nago Cherry Blossom Festival annually in
Nago Central Park, attracting approximately 200,000 festivalgoers.

The first cherry trees in Nago Central Park were planted by
members of a youth group in the 1910s at the Nago castle ruins in
the park, according to Kazuki Nakamura, officer-in-charge of event
promotion with the Nago City Tourism Association.

“The youth group planted about 50 trees at the Nago castle ru-
ins,” said Nakamura. “Then when the road from the ruins and the
shrine below it was constructed, more trees were planted alongside
the road.”

This year’s festival was held Jan. 28-29.

Entertainment for the festival varies each year. Past festival
highlights have included cultural performers, such as taiko drum-
mers and Eisa dancers.

One regular contributor to the festival is the III Marine Expe-
ditionary Force Band, which has been entertaining at the festival
for years.

“The band started to participate in the Nago Cherry Blossom
Festival in 2000,” said Fumio Iha, Camp Schwab community rela-

Members of the Il Marine
Expeditionary Force Band
perform at the Nago Cherry
Blossom Festival in Nago
Central Park, Okinawa, Jan. 29.
The band has played for the
event almost every year since
2000. 1A29H. &EHRRA
BETTbh/=2#EES< S
YU THEET SEZBRIEE
EER. 2000F 05 (F(F
BERETLTWS, Photoby |

Hiroko Tamaki

tions specialist. “The band has been playing every year since then
except just one year when they could not schedule it.”

This year, the band played on the second day of the festival.

“We invite many people to perform for us, but the III MEF
Band stands out because they look nice in their gorgeous uniforms
and play well,” said Satoru Mandai, director of the Nago Junior
Chamber. “The III MEF band heightens the festive mood, so we
asked them to play first.”

The band performed really well, said Mayumi Uenishi, a specta-
tor at the event.

“I think (having the band play at the festival) is good because
people don’t know there is such a good band,” Uenishi said. “This
is a great opportunity for those who don’t go to a concert to hear
their music.”

The event provides a unique opportunity for the III MEF band
members as well.

“The festival was a great experience because it puts the Marines
on display within the community and shows a softer side of the
Marine Corps,” said Cpl. Eric N. Gonzales. “It felt great to be able
to experience the Okinawan culture with its community members.”

Mandai said another purpose of inviting the band is to give them
a chance to be part of the community.

“I want them to interact with local residents, enjoy the blos-

soms, and try the food sold at the festival after the performance,”
Mandai said.
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LtCol Alison J. MacBain,
Marine Air Support
Squadron-2 commanding
officer, awards a
Navy-Marine Corps
Achievement Medal to
Cpl. Eric J. Hansen Jan.23.
1A23H. BEBMEX
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YHENSEBE - BR |
BHEEESEND
Nt RE. Photos
courtesy of Marine Corps
Air Support Squadron 2

Wl _JeN S HKRI
79 LR gE Y RTIEY
THLR2H XM EEL Y
v o HAG S YRRy
APV EEEBT DI
| _ATEFRNERLH B
Exx o2 LgfidpdEigi
F.oalileg "iIcd IcE
BE5z i H& %28
Ea{ﬁziéc; ﬁ\o L'?

S5 28y c
7Ty Es BO
VeSO D #HE
¥y F LN |z L L
TRV E Fg TLK
"EUEY RBE 5o
. 5 =
roThz (N &%

Marine puts his training to work,
saves local woman’s life in Mihama

Lance Cpl. Alyssa N. Hoffacker

Cpl. Eric J. Hansen, a Marine with
Marine Air Support Squadron 2, was
eating at a local restaurant with friends
Kathy Linker, Lisa Verville and Maelo
Cains when they noticed a group of
people panicking Dec. 17.

“I'looked to my right, where the vic-
tim’s family was sitting, and noticed that
two of the family members were sticking
their hands in the grandma’s mouth and
patting her on the back,” said Linker.

Linker announced to her table
that she thought the woman might be
choking and realized the family needed
assistance.

“I'was at the table gesturing to the
woman’s family members the Heimlich
maneuver as soon as I realized what was
going on,” said Hansen. The Heimlich
maneuver is an emergency technique for
rescuing a person whose airway becomes
blocked by a piece of food or other
object. Hansen received training on the
maneuver while attending Eastern I1li-
nois University and again during Marine
Corps recruit training.

Hansen signaled the Heimlich

maneuver with his hands, indicating his
intention to perform the maneuver on

the victim and the family, without hesi-
tation, nodded its approval, said Linker.

Hansen checked the victim’s pulse
and breathing and found neither, he
said. Linker and Verville told the restau-
rant staff to call emergency personnel.

“I made an emergency call to get an
ambulance,” said Hideyuki Shinzato, an
employee at the restaurant. “The guests
at other tables and staff didn’t know
what to do. Everyone was too scared to
approach the lady.”

“Everyone around was in shock and
at a loss of actions. I started the Heim-
lich,” said Hansen. “I knelt down behind
her and performed the Heimlich until
small pieces of rice and meat shards
came out.”

Once the food came out, the victim
began breathing again, but not for long.

“I heard her gasp for air, and she
softly squeezed my hand,” said Hansen.

Cains checked for her pulse and
told Hansen it was faint. Hansen had
stopped performing the Heimlich be-
cause the family thought the woman had
recovered, but moments later she lost her
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pulse and ceased breathing. Immedi-
ately, Hansen performed the maneuver a
second time.

“The Marine continued (the ma-
neuver) for five or ten minutes, ” said
Shinzato.

“All T could remember is that I did
not want someone dying in my arms,”
said Hansen. “Finally, after nearly giving
up and reverting to rescue breathing, a
massive piece of chicken came out of her
mouth. Her pulse sky-rocketed and she
was consistently coughing, all indicating
to me that she was alive and well.”

According to Hansen, emergency
personnel arrived on the scene about five
minutes after Hansen’s second and suc-
cessful attempt to save the woman’s life.

“After the ambulance took her, (the
husband) was crying and saying thank
you to Eric,” said Linker. “The family
seemed really grateful for his help.”

The emergency personnel transported
the elderly woman to a hospital. Hansen
later learned that she safely recovered.

“I realized that lifesaving training
does not go to waste,” said Linker. “Like
that day, it can help save someone’s life
when you're least expecting it.”
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Cpl. Eric J. Hansen displays the bouquet he received from the family
of the elderly Okinawan woman he saved at a restaurant in Mihama,
Chatan Dec. 17, when a piece of meat blocked her airway. Hansen
successfully performed the Heimlich maneuver before emergency
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Lt. Gen. Kenneth J. Glueck Jr. (second from right), Okinawa area coordinator and commanding general of IIl Marine Expeditionary
Force, Maj. Gen. Peter J. Talleri (left), commanding general of Marine Corps Installations Pacific, and Col. James G. Flynn (right),
MCAS Futenma commanding officer, explain the air station’s operations to Prime Minister of Japan Yoshihiko Noda (center) in the
air traffic control tower Feb. 27. 2A27H. FREEZEHICERBMEXMEMOERICOVWTHATIE=BRETEASETFR-J - F
Sy OFR (EN52AR0) . BEBAKFFRHFEIFEE—9—-J - SLULHE (K) . BEMERMBEHEISES LR G- 7Y KIE (R)
Photo by Cpl. Justin R. Wheeler

Prime Minister of Japan Yoshihiko
Noda met with Lt. Gen. Kenneth J.
Glueck, Okinawa area coordinator

and commanding general of Il
Marine Expeditionary Force, during
his visit to Marine Corps Air Station -
Futenma and Camp Kinser Feb. 27.
2A27H. ERMEBEF YT
F Y —ZBNEBRIC, HiBhig
REE - FE=BRETERNSED
TRR I TS OPFERR

I 5HAEEEHE.

Photo by Cpl. Justin R. Wheeler
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Japan ministers visit Marine Corps camps

BAH, B KR B

Japan Minister of Defense Naoki Tanaka walks with
Col. Stephen M. Neary, Camp Schwab commander,
at Camp Schwab Feb. 18. Tanaka toured and made g

courtesy calls to Marine Corps Camps Schwab,
Lester, Foster and Kinser. 2A18H. ¥+ 7%
1T —TORWMRSERT =TV - Z7 VU —
KEES< BRELKHAE. APFXER. F+
v 7Ta7—7. FvTVRI—, ¥y

TI2xRI—, Fv T Y—%2GBLE,
Photo by Staff Sgt. Michael Freeman
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Japan Diet members board Osprey
ER#RAN A AT LA B%

Staff Sgt. Jacob E. Merrell, an MV-22B crew chief with Marine
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 561, checks a Japanese media
member’s seat belt before takeoff in the Osprey Jan. 19. The
media visited Marine Corps Air Station Miramar with Mikio

Mikio Shimoji, member of the Japan House of Representatives, People’s New Party, observes Shimoji, member of the Japan House of Representatives,

a pilot operating the MV-22B Osprey simulator aboard Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, People’s New Party. 1A 198, EIR#D Tt ERRER S
Calif., Jan. 19. Japanese dignitaries visited the air station to learn more about the aircraft BEHICES ST BEBMERMEZSBELERZEEDS—
before 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, headquartered on Okinawa, Japan, receives its first Osprey. NV FEERT S, EseliBEBFRRT I FO—9 R
18198, AYZ7#NV=THISv—BEBMEEHT. X110y FHPMV22BFR T TBDOMV-22F/BEF—T7DP A7 -E- AVIZE
VAD a1 V—9 %8BT 28F 2 RIERFTED TihREbRERES. BED &, Photos by Lance Cpl. Erica B. Disalvo

BESE. TRICHAZE<BIBSEMEAICART VA DBEFEEShBFIICART LA
D EELSMBED & RBhZEGHBLL.

Shozo Azuma, the Democratic Party of Japan’s chairman of the Lower House Committee on Security, and Mikio Shimoji, the People’s New
Party of Japan’s secretary-general and member of the Lower House Committee on Security, visited Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif., Jan. 19
to better understand the MV-22B Osprey aircraft that will be stationed aboard Marine Corps Air Stations Futenma.

'The officials began their tour aboard the air station with rides in an Osprey simulator to learn how the aircraft operates in preparation for flights.

'This was followed by a detailed safety brief where the dignitaries’ questions concerning the aircraft’s use in Japan were addressed. Afterward, the
officials were encouraged to tour and board the aircraft to understand its dimensions.

'The following flight was approximately 45 minutes long and consisted of landing drills, simulating the length of a runway aboard an aircraft carrier.
'The drills allowed passengers to experience the Osprey’s dual capabilities of lifting off and landing as a conventional helicopter and transitioning its
rotors forward for rapid flight, acting as both a helicopter or a plane.

18198, RERORHF=RFHRRRLERFTREO THBRRB RLLREZELEEN EXRHERITHICEHRBINDEFEDMV-22BF AT L A12DLVT
MBS5E AVTHIVZTMNISI—MZEEMZHRE L.

—TE FTFRTLADY2Z L —2—CFYAF FEDEDLSITRITT M DWTEUN ZDEFLVEREBAZE, ZOB AR T LAD BART
D ERILDOVWCHLEMZT ST LN TET.

Z DB TRBITHZEITHEREL, K45D DT 51 FCEBDOBERERELLBEREY1IL—YaryMibh AUIT2—DF CrEEREL. RiTHIET0
NIZRNB L CRE=RZ EIF B A ATZ2—E—FEMZERE—FOmAZAEER LT,
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Kin District, Marine Corps
sign renewed mutual
support agreement

Lance Cpl. Matthew J. Manning/
Hiroko Tamaki

The Marine Corps Base Camp Butler
Fire Department and Kin District Fire
Department Headquarters renewed an
agreement enhancing joint firefighting
capabilities and natural disaster response
readiness during a ceremony at the Camp
Hansen Fire Department Jan. 30.

The Kin District Fire Department
Headquarters provides service to Kin Town,
Onna Village and Ginoza Village.

This was the first time in more than
25 years the agreement had been renewed.

“The current agreement was signed in
1986,” said Scott Minakami, fire chief of
the MCB Camp Butler Fire Department,
before the ceremony. "We've checked it
every year, but this time we decided to cover
a wider area to open the door for training
and share information and ideas. It is a lot
more than just asking for help; it makes the
relationship stronger.”

The previous agreement limited the joint
effort between the two fire departments to
a few events, but the updated agreement
was expanded to include multiple disaster
scenarios.

“It has expanded the focus of the agree-
ment,” said Col. David P. Olszowy, the
Camp Hansen commander. “In the past it
just dealt with firefighting, but the Great
East Japan Earthquake taught us that
tsunamis and earthquakes also need to be
included.”

The agreement strengthens the good
relations between Camp Hansen and sur-
rounding communities.

“It is important to work together in the
case a natural disaster strikes us, as the
camp is so close to us in the community,”
said Tsuyoshi Gibu, Kin Town mayor. “I am

glad that the agreement is being
renewed.”

“The communication chan-
nel with the Camp Butler Fire
Department has been there for a
fire, but the emergency response
and rescue operation are now
added,” said Naoyuki Igei, chief
of the Kin District Fire Depart-
ment Headquarters. “The agree-
ment will give us opportunities
for joint training that will lead to
equipment updates and morale
building. We will be able to work
together on emergency response
and rescue operations during
natural disasters.”

Olszowy said the new state-
of-the-art, joint fire training
facility located on Camp Hansen
provides a convenient and chal-

lenging venue to host joint train-
ing exercises.

According to Olszowy, the
new agreement includes plans for
firefighting, disaster relief, search
and rescue, as well as medical
services.

“I think this agreement is the
first step in a more comprehensive
disaster relief plan for the island of Okinawa
and the different municipalities that are
here,” said Olszowy. “What I hope is that
we were able to learn lessons from the
tsunami on (mainland Japan) and develop
plans for evacuation in the event of another
disaster.”

The agreement will also improve public
safety by improving the planning and com-
munication between the two fire depart-
ments, said Olszowy.

Gibu said he hopes there will be an

exchange of knowledge and improved
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Tsuyoshi Gibu and Scott Minakami sign a mutual support
agreement at the fire department on Camp Hansen Jan. 30.
Gibu is the Kin Town mayor, and Minakami is the fire chief
for the Marine Corps Base Camp Butler Fire Department.
1A308. ¥+ >INtV DOHRFET. RITHREEE
BREICERTIRERBSKATR SERRF v TN
S—EiEBEORa Y b - S FHIBEHEBR.
Photos by Lance Cpl. Matthew J. Manning

friendship as a result.

“Until now, only in case of fire would
they work with each other,” said Gibu.
“From today on, they can now also support
each other in any emergency situation.”

The MCB Camp Butler Fire Depart-
ment has similar agreements with other
municipalities throughout Okinawa for
requesting mutual assistance..

A recent example of the partnership oc-
curred when the MCB Camp Butler Fire
Department provided support to the Nirai
Fire Department during an off base fire in
Chatan Town this past October.



g S Bk & < wl i B A 5

44

i ElI

ThH B 820 & 12

—
—

—

—r

ENHERAT & NN LN — TSRS A
FXEREHFTIRLEY —~mIOY
FEANIANIAVELLSHNEEH Y ER
BROEIVIKRHM( SEREENRP
SRR O N°

GHEIREHE@CERLRY $EE =
FZ Oh#HZomE O 5e°

SESHER JEHXTLoSHIHULN
2

RIESBHE—~00oEF EHBINDNQ
40 BHRISERINO MM ONGR
ERBYCEENND RESERE - Ny
IRY RNQHEVL O WAV AT L NE
1AI L OO E 60 IXER N HE S B 67
REQ WO LEI 0P8V | U4+
ANTLN—HEEERBONK I D L« 1 AR
IR HEQIELHE N &°

MO QREHIV I ELRRERQIERIS
LSvOLRORBEEYEOSIVING Y
MO Y SERFIDREHFILRHOFEK WL
40°

FEANIANYNSELMIR—" 2.
=D H—V—KER IBEHQH¥ERNS:

D6 1) SV I8 X W R E o104
QI ONER T HRDERE LIRS
BLESSUANBOEKHMRERN M
L6 | VR 4L°

BN HF ANINYNVEREHR
QRS REK S Y0 W EH 30 20°
BEEEHEEYR AFQ UL IEv
NHER0 QN R0 WHIRIS O NiFIIES
R @A BKEH V" BIERER V0 VE
OVE S A AHEC °
BIEIEE R3S T4+ ANL LN—A)
BRI ZPoIQOHERXEBROMONR” &
0 BRERELOHMON® BYNYS LE
RELVIeH LM RIEQCHKSE
HUD QRO WP MMFERFIN AR S 4
P - BRCHEER VM0 L L6 Do |
AFEO W
R—=DH—U—KER -+ ANIAYDN
KR CIFREBCUEIRRTEERTE T
HREEv" O L OEER Y EHE e AINE
e

KE RSN O SBH N B EXE
RHRR BER KERGTEDIH.C0N
5
Mo =
BERudbEsZY
VOV YorERE
PR AR R EVR
Hio R | R\ 46100
MBS H° KH
SHERKOKRENIE
O RHR BRI
OoHERTEVRY
RN AREHUNS
LSS LAES
Hodo®

Ha EERER

CEQEERNEEImM A IIL—NT NGE
@ 1 AT EIEFQ BN IE 31600 A K5 7
TEO W

BHENY FHREFEYKE O RITYK
RRIVAIE OHRRHERED TS
HXRQHENLOERLONGR WL RO
R ASRFTAER I AR S v T 5 I ER DS
AR | AR W°
BEHRLLN—HEEREN ZoRIY
BT QIBNY KNI QEEEAN
ESre?

MM SEREERENKRPEEHSOEND
MOEHCTNREE LV XERREH O
BESH S ANTLN—HEERERR N
NER KRNI M) VRIS 0L e°
(X PN — e PN LHEN R
2T Mo — e M ANRHERE)

-

Kin District and Marine Corps Base Camp Butler firefighters proudly display a

mutual support agreement at the fire department on Camp Hansen Jan. 30.
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Marines, Shizuoka Prefecture
discuss disaster mitigation

Gunnery Sgt. Cindy Fisher

Marine Corps Installations Pacific, III
Marine Expeditionary Force and Combined
Arms Training Center Camp Fuji staff met
with Shizuoka Prefecture leadership to discuss
natural disaster damage mitigation and better
cooperation between the Marine Corps and the
prefecture Nov. 17 at the Shizuoka Prefecture
government building in Shizuoka.

The meeting was a first step in strengthen-
ing the relationship between the Marine Corps
and the Shizuoka Prefectural Government,
said Yoichiro Iwase, lieutenant governor of the
prefecture, as he welcomed the Marines to the
prefecture.

“Shizuoka Prefecture is a strong proponent
for strengthening the relationship with the U.S.
military,” Iwase said.

“As a Japanese citizen, I'd like to express my
deepest gratitude to the U.S. Marines and the
U.S. military for their rescue and relief efforts
in the aftermath of the March 11 earthquake,”
Iwase added, referring to the U.S. military’s
efforts during Operation Tomodachi following
the earthquake and tsunami that struck main-
land Japan in March last year.

As part of the visit, the Marines toured
the Shizuoka Prefecture Crisis Management
Center adjacent to the Shizuoka Prefectural
Governmentbuilding and attended a brief about
Shizuoka Prefecture’s emergency management
efforts to prepare for future earthquakes.

“T'was very impressed,” said Col. J. D. Cov-
ington, assistant chief of staft for operations and
planning, MCIPAC. “We learned a great deal
on this visit.”

Because of the prefecture’s location, experts
have theorized that the area is due for another
large earthquake in the near future, explained
Takahiro Odaira, division director for the Emer-
gency Countermeasure Division, Emergency
Management Department, Shizuoka Prefec-
ture, during the brief. The earthquake would
result in a tsunami, which would then reach the
prefecture’s shores within five minutes, he said.

Marine Corps leaders greet Yoichiro lwase,
lieutenant governor of Shizuoka Prefecture
upon their arrival at the prefectural government
office Nov. 17. 11A7H. #ERICE|EE. &
FERFF CEBFE—BREIE LR T 580
DEREB. Photos by Gunnery Sgt. Cindy Fisher

The theory was first proposed in 1976, and
the prefecture has been preparing since then,
he said.

“I believe that Shizuoka Prefecture is
very advanced in the area of disaster (damage
mitigation),” said Masayuki Tsuchiya, bureau
director, Governor’s Strategic Bureau, Shizuoka
Prefectural Government.

But, the March natural disaster and af-
termath highlighted the need for a stronger
relationship with the U.S. and a better under-
standing of the disaster-relief capabilities the
U.S. military could provide, he said.

“We need to establish a system for collabora-
tion on a consistent basis. This is an important
issue for Shizuoka Prefecture,” Iwase said.

“Drawing from the lessons learned from the
March 11 earthquake, we feel we need to work
more in the area of cooperation with the (Japan
Self-Defense Force) and the U.S. military,”
Tsuchiya said.

“We need to be more prepared for tsunamis,”
Tsuchiya added.

Covington praised several of the life-saving
initiatives spearheaded by the prefecture to
protect its citizens. The three tiers aspect of
preparation with responsibilities placed on
individuals, community and government to
ensure everyone’s safety was impressive, he said.

“We in the Marine Corps can learn a great
deal from you from a humanitarian assistance
and disaster relief aspect on disaster prepared-
ness,” Covington said.

He looks forward to strengthening ties with
Shizuoka Prefecture, especially as this prefecture
hosts Camp Fuji, Covington added.

The proactive attitude and forward thinking
of the prefectural leaders and their determination
to ensure the safety of the prefecture’s citizens is
whatled to the meeting between Marine leaders
and Shizuoka Prefectural Government leaders,
said Dr. Robert D. Eldridge, deputy assistant
chief of staff, government and external affairs,
MCIPAC, and organizer of the meeting.

“We know from the March 11 disaster, we
must be willing to look to the U.S. for assistance
inan earthquake such as that being predicted by
experts,” explained Satoshi Kobayashi, director
of the Emergency Management Department,
Shizuoka Prefectural Government.

“One of the lessons learned during Opera-
tion Tomodachi was that the prefecture must be
able to reach out to every resource including the
U.S. military to ensure the safety of its citizens,”
Kobayashi said.

Meeting face-to-face was important to en-
sure the continued development of cooperation
between the prefecture and the Marine Corps
in Japan, Eldridge said.

“In the end, it’s really the people-to-people
interaction that’s most important,” he said. “It’s
the people within organizations that make it
possible for organizations to work well together
with each other.”

“It’s a huge milestone that we're located in
Okinawa and yet our leadership and their leader-
ship had the foresight to create this interaction,”
Eldridge added. “This visit allowed local of-
ficials, no matter where in Japan, to know more
about the Marine Corps. This is important since
the Marines are friends and neighbors to all the
communities in Japan.”

8 « SPRING 2012 « Bi CircLe » www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html



Col. J. D. Covington, assistant cheif of staff for operations
and planning, MCIPAC, and Dr. Robert D. Eldridge, deputy
assistant chief of staff, governemnt and external affairs,
MCIPAC, are interviewed by Japan's national and local

media Nov.17. 11B17H. £EELUHA AT 1 7 DR
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management efforts at the Shizuoka Prefecture Crisis Management Center

Nov. 17. {33RRY/ZHhER(

Takahiro Odaira, division director for the Emergency Countermeasure
Division of Shizuoka Prefecture, briefs on the prefecture’s emergency
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Lance Cpl. Matheus Hernandez and
Gunnery Sgt. J. L. Wright Jr.

As the ferry drew closer to the dock of
Oshima Island, two of its occupants began
to get anxious. Standing on the second level

of the ferry, Raymond W.

'This initiative was dubbed the home-stay
program, and the Richards were one of sev-
eral families on Okinawa who volunteered to
host children.

“I was grateful my child was provided an
opportunity to leave, even if it was just for a

with the two children, talking to them at
least weekly after the visit was over, and said
it was truly a pleasure to have been a part of
something so special.

Nearly 10 months after the disaster, ITI
Marine Expeditionary Force and Marine

Richards and his wife Motoko
braved the cold in hopes of
getting that first glimpse of a
member of their “family” they
had only recently spoken to
over the phone.

'The two arrived on the
island after a long day of
traveling, which included a 5
o’clock show time, a three-
hour flight, a three-hour bus
ride and the 20-minute ferry
ride.

As the ferry docked and
passengers began to unload,
the couple was welcomed with
open arms by Naoko Kikuta,
a resident of Oshima Island.

Although they had
never met in person, the three
shared a special bond created
by tragedy.

Immediately following the March 11,
2011, earthquake and tsunami, U.S. service
members sprang into action; and, at the
request of the government of Japan, began
providing disaster-relief support to the
people of Japan. Oshima Island was on the
long list of places that needed help. Kikuta’s
family was displaced and struggled to get
their lives back in order.

A few months later, Kikuta received word
that the Okinawa-based Marines wanted
to open their homes to 25 children and four
chaperones for a few days away from the
devastated island.

s Iprogram in August. FESE 8 A
N CR—ARFATOTSAT

RSEMI-UF¥—XEh

short period of time,” said Kikuta, mother
of a home-stay program participant. “The
(volunteers) took care of the children as their
own and that meant a lot.”

Kikuta’s child left Oshima Island to ex-
perience temporary relief and build mutual
trust and partnership between the U.S. and
Japan. They did not expect to build a family
while doing so.

“When my wife and I made the deci-
sion to open our homes to these two young
ladies(Kikuta’s daughter and another girl),
we knew it was a commitment we were mak-
ing for the rest of our lives,” said Richards.

Richards and his wife maintained contact
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Corps Instal-
lations Pacific
leadership de-
cided to visit the
island to evaluate
the progress
of restoration.
The Richards
accompanied the
group.

'The visit to
Oshima Island

provided home-

Raymond Richards meet Naoko f|
Kikuta, mother of a child they
hosted during the home-stay

stay volunteers
an opportunity
to reunite with
the children they
brought into

RFANEFHROBREAD

“HHAEHTFZA (H) EXET

B) LUAESE - OF their homes and
—X& A, Photos by ' allowed some
Lance Cpl. Matheus HernandeZ [RGB S aaslSte

' families.

“It brought tears to my eyes when I saw
the kids reunite with their home-stay fami-
lies,” said Hironobu Sugawara, a member
of Kesennuma City and head of the delega-
tion committee for the home-stay program.
“Words can’t express how I feel about the
home-stay program.”

It built an everlasting relationship be-
tween the families, he added.

“When I saw Raymond and Motoko, and
we met for the first time, it was like I already
knew them. They weren’t strangers to our
family,” said Kikuta. “We don’t see them as
the family that volunteered ... We see them
as family.”
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about the Oshima visit by the Marine Corps leaders as well as the families that

Sanriku Shimpo, the local newspaper in Miyagi Prefecture, carried an article
hosted children from Oshima during the home-stay program in August. =ik
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Marines return to Sendai, Os

Maj. Gen. Peter J. Talleri says goodbye to children as he exits Oshima
Elementary School during a visit to Oshima Island Jan. 12-13. 1H 12-13H
DREAPICHNI=KBNMERT, FHREBICHNESIFESSERE

HBIE—9— - J - #LUDI. Photo by Lance Cpl. Matheus J. Hernandez

Il MEF, MCIPAC leadership
applauds restoration progress

Gunnery Sgt. J. L. Wright Jr.

Nearly 30 members of the III Marine
Expeditionary Force and Marine Corps
Installations Pacific team visited Sendai Inter-
national Airport and Oshima Island, Japan,
Jan. 12-13.

'The visit allowed U.S. leadership the
opportunity to review community recovery
progress since the devastating earthquake and
tsunami that struck Honshu, Japan, March
11, 2011.

“I'intend to continue to strengthen an
already strong relationship with the people
and government of Japan,” said Lt. Gen.
Kenneth J. Glueck Jr., commanding general of
IIT MEF. “I am truly impressed with how the
restoration efforts have been going. I am so
happy to see people smiling again.”

The first stop on the trip was to Sendai
International Airport where Glueck and Maj.
Gen. Peter ]. Talleri, commanding general
of MCIPAC, met with airport officials to
discuss the status of restoration at the airport.

Immediately following the disaster, which
claimed tens of thousands of lives and caused
billions of dollars in damage, Okinawa-based
Marines deployed to mainland Japan to offer
assistance to the government of Japan. The
airport was severely damaged, initially causing
a choke-point for relief supplies to northern
parts of the island.

Spearheading the recovery efforts at the
airport was Col. James L. Rubino, who served
as the commander for the logistics element
during the disaster relief operation.

“It is humbling to see what this airport
looks like now,” said Rubino, whose unit was
responsible for helping to clean up all debris
in and around the airport and clearing the
runway, allowing follow-on relief supplies to
be delivered to affected areas in the northern
part of the island.

While touring the airport, several travelers
expressed their thanks by waving or shaking
the hands of the members of the group. One
woman expressed her gratitude and told how
the Marines helped her brother, who was
stranded in his vehicle after the tsunami.

After touring the airport, the group
boarded buses for Kesennuma City where
they ferried to Oshima Island.

Following the tsunami last year, Oshima
Island, with a population of more than 3,000,
was isolated due to damage hindering ferry
operations.

“U.S. Marines came to our rescue soon
after the damage had been done,” said
Katsuhiro Kawasaki, a resident of Oshima
Island. “They helped us clean up and restore
the roads.”

Kawasaki and his coworkers have been
rebuilding the island’s infrastructure for the
past eight months. Kawasaki said he is glad to
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Hironobu Sugawara, a member

of Kesennuma City assembly and
head of the delegation for the
Homestay Program, explains to Lt.
Gen. Kenneth J. Glueck Jr. how the
March 11, 2011, disaster affected
Oshima Island and what Marines
and sailors did to support the
residents of the island. 1B 12-13
BoOssE%. 2011E3A11HIC
| KSEE--FE®. BAKA
ICLBIERANDIEFEICO
T, TRRJ - IS5y o5
ICEEZE T HERBEE A. Photo
by Lance Cpl. Matheus Hernandez

see the relationships built during Operation
Tomodachi are still flourishing.

“Coming so far to see how we are doing
proves we are true friends,” he said.

Colonel Arase Koki, Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force, agreed with Kawasaki and
said the visit truly highlights the importance
of the relationship between the U.S. and
Japan.

“To have the number one and number
two (Marine) leaders from Okinawa put
this much effort into coming here to visit is
great,” he said. “It shows their commitment
toward the rebuilding of our communities and
country.”

Another objective of the visit was to see
the Oshima District Disaster Response Cen-
ter. There, the group discussed ways to alert
residents should a disaster occur again.

Topics discussed included early warning
systems and how to assist children and the
elderly.

“Many people lost their lives because they
did not know the tsunami was coming,” said
Hironobu Sugawara, an adviser to the center
and Kesennuma City assembly member. “One
half of the island saw the 24-meter (78-foot)
wave approaching and the other did not.

“We come together today to learn from
each other what can be done to be better
prepared and to build on an already strong
relationship,” he added.
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editor’s note

OKINAWA.MCBB.FCT@USMC.MIL
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K A HREEBISRE P36
The front cover features a look back
on relief efforts known as Operation
Tomodachi, conducted by the U.S. military
in Japan in cooperation with Japan Self-
Defense Force, after the earthquake and
tsunami March 11, 2011. 2011E3H®D
BXADE BEEEHBHOT. EAXKE
DBIT2 M EY FEHZIRYIES. Photo

K illustration by Hiroko Tamaki
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Cherry blossoms symbolize Japan-US relationship

Spring is a season for cherry blossoms, the
national flower of Japan.

Some of our Big Circle readership may
have seen the popular photograph of pink
clouds of cherry blossoms spread along the
Potomac River in Washington, D.C., The
original trees were sent from Japan in 1912,
and this year marks the centennial anniver-
sary of the gift.

In 1909, the mayor of Tokyo, Yukio
Ozaki, shipped 2,000 cherry trees to the city
as a token of friendship between Japan and
the United States. However, all of those trees
had to be destroyed because they were in-

fested with harmful insects. In 1912, another
3,000 cherry blossom trees were presented to
the United States, and the first of these were
planted at the Tidal Basin of the Potomac
River.

Since then, the trees have been a symbol
of the lasting friendship between the two
countries. The annual National Cherry Blos-
som Festival commemorates the 1912 gift
of cherry trees and attracts a million people
from all around the United States and the
world.

Just like the trees which have withstood
the elements and bloom with beautiful flow-

ers every spring, the strong bond between
Japan and the United States has endured the
test of time and will continue to flourish.
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Maj. Greg Obar views a display of photos in Sendai International Airport Japan, highlighting Operation Tomodachi,
Jan. 12. Following the disaster, Obar and his family opened their home to children affected by the tsunami. 18 12
H. IBZECERENE MEYFHREBEDOEEZRDODBZI Vv Y - AN—Dk, AN—-DEOREIL. #
BOBEEZRITEFREBER—ARTAICRITANE. Photo by Gunnery Sgt. J. L. Wright Jr.
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