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I read the story about the Osprey Family Day, which was held
on base March 3. 'The story greatly eased my concern as it said
300 parents and children participated and showed their under-
standing to the deployment of Ospreys. I think Ospreys are here
for the defense of Japan, and I appreciate that.

The story on the following pages also made me feel very ap-
preciative. It was about host families on base inviting and taking
care of children from Oshima, one of the places struck by the tsu-
nami (in 2011). I am also grateful to read about the U.S. military
personnel’s active participation in events and community relations
activities in Okinawa, which has been highlighted in the past
editions of the Big Circle, too. I, as an Okinawan, would like to
continue deepening the friendship with people of the U.S. forces.

The next story “Marine Corps fulfills environmental stew-
ardship” taught me about the efforts of capturing mongooses in
an attempt to protect the Okinawa rail. I am reassured that the
Marine Corps cooperates in various ways, and I am again thank-
ful for what Marines do.

Koichi Nakamasu
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Marines visit the American history and culture class at Meio University on a regular basis to engage with
students who are roughly their same age. The visit gives both sides opportunities to learn about each
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University, IIl MEF bands display
musical talents during concert

Lance Cpl. Elizabeth A. Case/Hiroko Tamaki

The University of the Ryukyus Wind Orchestra Band Club
and the III Marine Expeditionary Force Band performed a con-
cert May 9 at the Camp Foster Theater.

The concert, performed before an audience of Okinawa and
U.S. community members, featured a variety of Japanese and
American music with each band showcasing different perfor-
mances as a way to share the musical nuances of both countries.

“I haven't listened to classical music very much, but the
bands played many pieces I was familiar with,” said Kazuya
Inafuku, an audience member and university student. “It was
very enjoyable even for someone who doesn’t usually listen to
this kind of music.”

“This is the first time we have gotten to perform a concert
together, and I think that everyone had a great time,” said Gun-
nery Sgt. Shannon L. Farquhar, the enlisted conductor of the III
MEF Band. “It’s an opportunity for our Marines to share with
them what we do, and it’s an opportunity for us to learn what
they do.”

The idea for the bands to perform together was presented by
Yoshihide Ikemiya, a graduate of the university, who submitted
the idea during a contest hosted by G-7, government and external
affairs office, Marine Corps Installations Pacific. The contest
invited Okinawa citizens to present ideas for further strengthen-
ing community relations between the Okinawa community and
U.S. service members.

“I have many friends who are members of the University of
Ryukyus Wind Orchestra Band Club, and they told me the band
plays at various events outside the campus almost every month,”
said Ikemiya. “When I heard about the contest, I thought it
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would be great if the III MEF Band and the university’s band
could play together.”

‘The III MEF Band agreed that Ikemiya’s idea was a great
opportunity for the Okinawa and military communities to
come together.

“The III MEF Band wanted to play with other musicians,
so they were happy to hear about the idea for the concert,” said
Ikemiya. “I wanted to promote a positive relationship between
the local community and the Marine Corps, so I am really glad
to see it happen.”

Although not everyone spoke the same language, the joint
band was able to overcome the language barrier and make great
music, according to Staft Sgt. Carlos Garza Jr., a section leader
with the ITI MEF Band.

“The students are just like Marines because they are ready to
adapt and overcome,” said Garza. “We passed out sheet music
during rehearsal and needed someone to play piccolo; students
eagerly volunteered for the part.”

The experience of playing with the III MEF band motivated
the student players, according to Ayumi Murata, the band leader
and trumpet player.

“The III MEF Band members are very good, so it inspired
us to become better players,” said Murata. “By playing to-
gether, we could feel the taste of the different culture, and that
was very fun.”

'The musicians hope the concert will lead to future combined
events, offering an opportunity to further cement the friendships
started in the past few weeks, according to Garza.

“This was a great experience,” said Garza. “I'm looking for-
ward to strengthening our relationship with the community here
... and hopefully, in the near future, do more concerts together.”
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The University of the Ryukyus Wind Orchestra Band Club and Ill MEF Band performed a concert May 9 at the Camp Foster Theater for an audience of Okinawa
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with during section rehearsal April 29. technique from Staff Sgt. Austin Moore.
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Cpl. James Ramseyer, Akane Uema, Kento Tomimura and Lance Cpl.
middle, and Satoshi Sanada discuss  Jacob Brenden practice their part
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Okinawa, US strengthen friendships

via cleanup efforts

Lance Cpl. Elizabeth A. Case

As people drive through gate 3 to enter and exit Marine Corps Air
Station Futenma, they can easily see the trash accumulating through-
out the week. By Friday, large amounts of garbage are strewn along
the fence line.

Each Monday, however, the fences are clean and pristine because
a group of Okinawa citizens, Marines and status of forces agree-
ment personnel volunteer to spend their Sunday mornings removing
the garbage.

The volunteers use this fence cleanup project, which began in De-
cember 2012, as a way to build friendships and beautify the community.

“The fence line (at MCAS Futenma) is part of the scenery of
Ginowan City,” said Bogey Tedokon, the manager of the cleanup
project. “We view the base personnel as good neighbors and friends,
so we don’t think this is a place for people to leave their trash.”

The gates of MCAS Futenma are a common place for people
to meet and express their views toward the U.S. bases and their
involvement on Okinawa. During the week, a variety of items are
affixed to the gate’s fences, such as pieces of cardboard, red duct tape
and strips of ribbon.

Okinawa citizens noticed the increased trash accumulation and
began to clear the fences to show their appreciation for those who
live and work on base, according to Mikako Miyagi, the president of

the Okinawa Osprey Fan Club. Many volunteers are part of groups
on Okinawa that support the Marine Corps, such as the Okinawa
Osprey Fan Club and Operation Arigato.

The cleaned fences did not go unnoticed by base personnel and,
over time, Marines and status of forces agreement personnel began
volunteering to work alongside the Okinawa citizens.

“I am simply a volunteer here to clean the fences with our friends
in Okinawa,” said Sgt. Maj. Brent L. Cook, the sergeant major of
MCAS Futenma. “This is a great way to spend a Sunday morning
because it shows that we, as individuals, can do something positive
and bring people together. We are doing this for Ginowan City.”

As the number of people who continue to help clean the fences has
grown, the project has become more than just a community service
event, providing an opportunity for friendships to develop and grow,
according to Cook. Participants look forward to the chance to meet
during the cleanups.

Through this ongoing service to the community, Okinawa citizens,
Marines and SOFA personnel can continue to foster good relation-
ships in Japan.

“We try to enhance the Japan and U.S. friendship through this
project,” said Tedokon. “I think the true meaning of ‘tomodachi’ is to
build friendships between the local (residents) and Americans by vari-
ous means, such as cleaning the town together. Friendship is the way
to keep a good environment.”

Tape, ribbon and other trash covers fences March 24 at gate 3 on
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma before Okinawa citizens, Marines
and status of forces agreement personnel begin their weekly cleanup.
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Okinawa citizens, Marines
and status of forces
agreement personnel
volunteer to spend their
Sunday morning cleaning
the fence along Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma
March 24.
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The fences are clean and shown without trash adjacent to gate 3 of
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma March 24 after Okinawa citizens,
Marines and status of forces agreement personnel finished their
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“This reminds each Marine or sailor that they are
always ambassadors and are constantly under the
spotlight whether on base, on liberty, or defending our
nation or allies,” said Sgt. Maj. Steven D. Morefield,
sergeant major, III MEF.

'The back of the card contains language emphasizing
honor, courage and commitment, as well as respect
and dignity.

'The border of the card lists significant operations
and campaigns from the Corps’ history, and a com-
pass rose emphasizes the commandant of the Marine
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Lt. Gen. Kenneth J. Glueck Jr., left, presents
Lance Cpl. Lahmia M. Hegwood with the Il Marine
Expeditionary Force and Marine Corps Installations
Pacific values card June 3 at Camp Courtney. 653H.
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(above) The new Naval
Hospital has 16 solar panels
on its roof for more eco-
friendly power generation.
(right) The birthing bed
enables all stages of the
birthing process to be done
without moving an expectant
mother to a delivery bed.
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A Japanese garden adds a local touch.
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Light courts are designed
to invite natural sunlight
into the building and
decrease the energy
demand for ceiling lights.
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Photos by Hiroko Tamaki
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US Naval Hospital relocates,
opens doors on Camp Foster

Cpl. Brianna Turner/Hiroko Tamaki

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held at
the U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa April
30 to officially open the new facility on
Camp Foster.

Planning for the transition began more
than a decade ago and after countless
hours of preparation, patients and services
officially began transitioning to the new
location March 5.

“Our replacement facility leverages the
leading edge of medical technology,” said
Navy Capt. Pius A. Aiyelawo, the com-
manding officer of U.S. Naval Hospital
Okinawa. “For more than a year now, we
have simultaneously planned and executed
a flawless transition from Camp Lester to
Camp Foster, while also providing unin-
terrupted civil-quality service to all those
entrusted in our care.”

The new facility plays an important role
in the lives of all service members and
families stationed on Okinawa, according
to Maj. Gen. Peter J. Talleri, the former
commanding general of Marine Corps
Installations Pacific and Marine Corps
Base Camp Smedley D. Butler and guest
speaker at the ceremony.

“There will be thousands of children
born in this facility,” said Talleri. “There
will be many lives saved. The prefecture of
Okinawa allows that to happen, as a United
States Marine, I want to thank the people
of Okinawa because it is days like today
that remind me how important and how
valuable our relationship is, so thank you.”

Talleri acknowledged the tremendous
amount of support received from the hospi-
tal’s host nation.

“The Japan-U.S. Alliance could not be
stronger today,” said Talleri. “I want to

- www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html

thank the country of Japan for allowing a
day like today to occur and for its support
of our forces in the Pacific. I want to thank
the great prefecture of Okinawa and the
Okinawa citizens for their generous hearts
and great friendships. This is a proud day to
have a facility like this that so many have
worked so hard for.”

The new hospital is not only equipped
with the cutting-edge medical technology,
but also designed in a way that is environ-
mental-friendly.

“There are light courts, which invite nat-
ural sunlight into the building and decrease
the energy demand for ceiling lights,” said
Brian J. Davis, public affairs officer for the
Naval Hospital. “The building also has 16
solar panels on its roof.”

The hospital replaced the facility on
Camp Lester, which was commissioned
in 1958.

Marines, sailors and
distinguished guests
cut a ribbon signifying FIES
the official opening of
the U.S. Naval Hospital |
Okinawa on Camp f§
Foster April 30.
48308 KBERRD
F—TZTwLED |
—hHEITON., BEK
BUBER BLURE
Nr—7HhvbELE,
Photo by Cpl. Brianna Turner
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After World War 1II, a strip of huts
served as isolated field hospitals on Camp
Mercy, which no longer exists, and was
located in present-day Ginowan City. In
1954, construction began in Chatan Town
for a permanent U.S. Army hospital to
replace the temporary buildings at Camp
Mercy. It came to be known as Camp
Kuwae. In 1976, the hospital was trans-
ferred to the Navy, and Camp Kuwae was
renamed Camp Lester in 1982. The gov-
ernments of Japan and the United States
signed an agreement in 1996 to return the
land on Camp Lester to Okinawa and
relocate the hospital to Camp Foster.
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Atsushi Sakima, Ginowan City mayor, shows ltsunori Onodera,
the defence minister, a map of the West Futenma Housing area
at an observation point overlooking the area on Camp Foster
April 6. 4568, F¥> 774 A2 —DFEEREEEHXE R T
A9IGI CUEEERET EHRAVN\FFRHAMLEARICHIE
% WG DS [EIMIX % S7ER, Photo by Lance Cpl. Anne K. Henry

ha

in Urasoe City April 22 as partof
Earth Day activities. 45220, 3%
BRH SEF - IIBEKESH
T—AT—EBD—RELTRR
M CIdZRVEIT T

Photo by Lance Cpl. Anne K. Henry

Urasoe City Hall employees practice
their English with Mr. Ricky L. Gates,
anti-terrorism officer, during a regular

Members of Japan’s House of Representatives Maeshiro Tokushichi, manager of the Reimei No

visit MCAS Futenma for a tour and MV-22B Osprey Sato Handicap Facility, left, presents a calligraphy English class at Urasoe City Hall April 3
static display observation June 5 to deepen their print to Capt. Caleb A. Murphy, the commanding 4E3E. R RFTCITON TN BBEES
understanding of the mission and purpose of MCAS e @1 R el [BEiEy 210 (Bl T2l ST T P — D el f
Futenma and the Osprey aircraft. 685H., Rz e Marines, April 20 during the Reimei No Sato /r\yEE‘b\Q%gﬁ%%:)ﬁ%Fﬁﬁé o
REEZEBRD A/ \—hH\ %95%‘3%%%21”7\7’[//{’\0) Hanqicap FaCi”ty,S first spring festival. 43208, Fﬁ% Lance Cpl.A::e K. Hen/ry - - .
IBRA Reh B - ob. FIRM AT LMV-22B4 X 7L A % igﬁ%gﬁgﬁf%’i}gfgﬁfgﬁfﬁ‘ /_%

B4+ i3 g EIREN=] I F] CAC
B2 L1, Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald T. Peterson T — BT E A ESN T, Photo by Cpl. Matthew

Manning

12 - SUMMER 2013 « Bic CircLe » www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html

Marines assigned to Camp Hansen assist in repairing the roof of the Yae-

Dake Seven-Day Adventist Church June 7. 687H. F+>7/\>t>®D

BEKEN N\BEECYTRAT—7 IRV F X MERDOBRIRDIERE% FEo
Marines and sailors with 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion T2o Photo by Lance Cpl. Anne K. Henry

prepare to launch their boats along with other teams during
the annual Henoko Hare Boat Races at Matsuda-No-Hama
Beach June 2. 682H. ¥AHDECIThN AT H/\—L—T
MDF—LEEBICREZ— A VT DLEIERABD BB
%tiﬁ%ﬁw Photo by Lance Cpl. Kasey Peacock

: on to Sgt.
' Matthew P. Nelson, chief investigator with
PRI the accident investigation section of the
'Provost Marshal’s Office, at the Okinawa
City Police Headquarters May 30 for
Nelson’s assistance and professionalism
-~ ~___ while investigating traffic accidents for
~ the past three years with members of the
. headquarters. 58308, HEHLERET.
ME=BHEERERD OELHREEE
- BTV =FFEIC AL 3 EMN
HHEBERESL LBICIBERRAEZTTOC
RICRDZEE T OB &R RESHIRD S

SNz Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald T. Peterson

Seitoku Asato, the president of the Kitanakagusuku International
Friendship Association, throws the ceremonial first pitch during
the Foster Fest Friendship Softball Tournament’s opening

e FE et

Marines and sailors of Camp Schwab begin a beach

cleanup as part of “Okinawa 5.30 Go-Mi-Zero” May ceremony at Camp Foster April 12. 48128, F+> 774X 32—
30 at the Futami District waterfront. 58308, F+>/ TIHAZ—TIRANREFY 7 b R—IVREDMThN. ALFRHER
TaU—7 DBEBRELBER A HHE530(J=E0) R DNZERES ADRER CBRER F T,
LEFO—&RELTC_EBMXDEERE CFREISEIT o=, Photo by Cpl. Brianna Turner

Photo by Lance Cpl. Natalie M. Rostran
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University students, Marines

-
-
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enjoy peer-to-peer engagement

Hiroko Tamaki

Students of Meio University sit in groups, learning about the
culture of Native American Indians in the American history and
culture class. But one thing rather unusual about the class is that
each group has one Marine sitting alongside the Japanese students.

Marines of Camp Courtney visit Professor Caroline C.
Latham’s class on a regular basis to engage with the university
students who are roughly their same age.

“Our effort is to get the Marines out to the community,” said
Sgt. Maj. Michael R. Saucedo, the sergeant major of Camp
Courtney. “We are trying to find a venue where we can get Ma-
rines to meet younger generations of Okinawans.”

Saucedo said the majority of the Marines are young, 19- to
25-years-old, so he wants to focus on junior Marines and give
them opportunities to meet university student peers they can bet-
ter relate to.

Ichiro Umehara, the Camp Courtney community relations
specialist, identified Latham’s class as an ideal venue for the inter-

Marines, such as their occupational specialties, life on the military
bases and hometowns.

“I enjoy coming to this class every week,” said Mami Kawahira,
a student in the department of language education at the univer-
sity. “The same people (from Camp Courtney) keep coming to
the class, which allows us to gradually get to know each other and
become friends.”

The interaction provides students a chance to appreciate the
friendly faces of the Marines.

“Marines look professional and unapproachable when they are
in uniform,” said Chinatsu Fukuhara, another student in the de-
partment of language education. “However, those who come here
are very friendly and have a good sense of humor. It’s really fun to
talk with them.”

The Marines and students are not the only ones who ap-
preciate this community relations effort, Latham is also glad to
have the Marines in her class.

“The Marines are saviors,” said Latham. “I have a really big
class this year, but with Marines coming to the class, I can

FES k>

Lance Cpl. Justin W. Honer tells a joke and makes students laugh at Meio University May 17. Marines assigned to Camp Courtney visit
the American history and culture class on regular basis to engage with the young students who are roughly their same age. 5H17H. %
MARFECREICTRAREED(RDED VY ATAV WA F—EER F v T I Z—DBEKESIE. 7 A ADEL - X{tDV 5 X%

EHNICEAB L RERDREEB LR L TS,

Photos by Hiroko Tamaki
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action and\{isited her office along with Scott D. Flagg, the Camp divide' the clas? inyt’o small groups, and students can practice ABY _JERED _LAMHA _ KTLO ot £ SR TDAT
Courtney director. speaking English. BEoORCBREEBE R IRBZTLVBEEAY 52K B - D F & g T X %I
“We had a meeting to talk about setting up the class,” said It is a win-win situation for three parties, but the real benefit 3 N g% Al %1 l< %8 é g v — 1 ;73 PERIES: %E _|& L& g i —(: Cxr&x “uwuyZ *jié
Flagg. “We discussed when the class would start, what Dr. can go a long way in the future, according to Flagg. B FRIED 75_ [ZENES ? h EB E’:] c T B g ,":E PRIV - Z2HKE cHEL
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Latham wanted for the volunteers, and how to engage. In 15 to 20 years, a student in this class might be serving i CIcHO R ELODERDAEDEDIC 19 K Z&E ST 4 AR NV EAED D
Marines began joining the class soon after the Japanese aca- in an Okinawa or Japan leadership role. They’ll remember the D B EE ThZE - BF Zg L 5 £ EF 2 2 - D HRIE|YRT
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Wind turbines to provide clean power

1st Lt. Jeanscott Dodd

Japan contractors recently constructed one of
the Department of Defense’s first wind turbines in
Japan adjacent to Building 1 on Camp Foster.

The turbine, which became fully operational in
June, generates clean power and helps reduce Ma-
rine Corps Base Camp Smedley D. Butler’s carbon
footprint and utilities bill, according to Tomoko
Matsuzaki, an energy engineer with facilities engi-
neers, G-F, Facilities, MCB Camp Butler, Marine
Corps Installations Pacific.

“This project has been years in the making, and
once it is up and running, it has immediately re-
duced the amount of power Building 1 pulls from
the grid,” said Matsuzaki. “Since the generator
converts kinetic energy from the wind into electri-
cal energy, there are no emissions associated with
the turbine, making it better for the environment.”

'The turbine is capable of generating 10 kilowatt-
hours each hour at its peak which, as an example,
would power the fluorescent lights on one floor of
Building 1, according to Capt. Steven M. Ban-
croft, energy and utilities officer in charge with
facilities engineers.

“Whenever the wind is blowing and the turbine
is operating, energy is being created and Building 1
is pulling less power from the grid,” said Bancroft.
“That is better for the environment here in Japan,
as it means less power is being used from the
traditional power plants, which still have large
carbon emissions.”

Contractors also completed construction on a
smaller wind turbine capable of generating one

kwh each hour on top of facilities engineers’ Build-
ing 363 on Camp Foster, added Matsuzaki.

“In addition to these turbines resulting in more
clean energy and lower utility costs for Camp But-
ler, they are also providing us valuable information
for future energy-saving projects,” said Matsuzaki.
“We have set up monitoring systems with both
turbines, so we can see what their short-term and
long-term effects are and determine how we want
to move forward with planning future projects.”

‘The turbines represent just one way MCB
Camp Butler is working to reduce energy costs and
increase the use of green energy.

“We have also applied solar film to many build-
ings throughout MCB Camp Butler,” said Ban-
croft. “Solar film reflects sunlight oft buildings, so
the insides do not get as hot during the day, which
means less air conditioning is required to keep the
temperature cool and constant.”

When it comes to reducing energy costs and
MCB Camp Butler’s carbon footprint, every
initiative and small measure add up, according
to Matsuzaki.

“Individuals can still save a lot by remembering
to turn off lights and appliances when not in use
and close windows and doors when the air con-
ditioning is on,” said Matsuzaki. “These turbines
represent a big step forward for us in our continued
efforts to be responsible to the environment here
on Okinawa.”
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Marines assist Uruma Cit PLIECRERRE-ERICRRRAC I AERELRERRE:
ST vEELERESRA T ENFRLLES I A ReaB@MBmES 8
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uring safety campaign T PR L1 R L
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Cpl. Matthew Manning have to educate them,” said Uejo. “The  they run into the street, it increases the g % Log é 72_“ % %\ %1& %3 fl; 1’{": ﬁ" T JG@) 0%) —é FE? L g L_L g g }Lg% %ﬁ % :/\7 F—g z é
morning rush hour can be a dangerous chance of them getting hurt. We also DERBRBT T j“[; - B4 Ic -g < ,-: S 1; z 7 BHICBE ®X>5LH
Uruma City police officers, vol- time to cross the road. We came here teach them to only cross at designated RELRXRET I | E4ESBE LAKESEXFBRBRRD B 5 BT E 2| 52 TCTo0 ~Z N
unteers and Marines took part in the to promote the drive safely campaign, crosswalks, raise their right hand above BEsa2kx | WIILF A F8YVERBETCEYRRLE DM B 3 BV FRBE A}
Uruma City Police Department’s drive ~ educate the people, and protect the their head, and look left and right to see
safely campaign by serving as crossing children.” if the cars are stopping. Raising their L& + 7?‘ % L EE B & E ) L_i ZLEC i L g E £ ) @ LEZ® _20F7 3 -
guards April 8 and 15 in Uruma City. Like many roads on Okinawa, the hand signals to drivers that the child is + sz ILEE P é ;,72 g %‘: % = iE '?’ HZ; igf g_ % 0&) P 75 2 %‘ /7—\ Z::D U ;\ % ’§ < ¥ g % ?)C I/; F
Marines with Headquarters Battal-  roads in front of Tengan and Kawasaki  about to cross the road.” Y& ) £ 27T F )_2;' EHZ lc—ShEphpVERY ftgs ;{'_t W s B 7
ion, 3rd Marine Division, III Marine Elementary Schools are busy during The help of the Marines was greatly go NLhADWY ‘zcEENRY T EEERODAMEZE 55T 3; 2%k CH .,_f—)' EE o= R
Expeditionary Force, took part in the the time when students are walking to appreciated, according to Uejo. - e Iz 7'2 SE EABRRETENLEGTU & BBz 1 BmES o)) Vg E & % %
campaign to promote safety for children  school, according to Lance Cpl. Josiah “I would like to say thank you to the [ W, Ec Ttk <18 e %o FH = TZ':- <7 RE DS L gi Vo 3
on their way to school by teaching them  A. LeCleir, a ground radio operator Marines of Camp Courtney for their b 6 E & cOEBE B K Li oS %_ T ;& > = CENE
. . L = LEGHILSAPHESEEEETFARLA X mbhbAHAATE B B
how to properly cross the road. with the battalion. help and cooperation in this safety | ST ESECBRERT T WIEE SRF BHAEHLCHR BEHL }4
“We are assisting the Uruma City “We are making sure the children campaign,” said Uejo. “We are all a part D =] 72 T VN E CBOD E Fic lc & f#t LA - Y e BoeE . N
Police Department in enforcing traffic ~ are safe by stopping traffic and help- of the same community, and it is always pier MO N L "2 ¢&EBES5ATEVLSH ket 2B °B5Y DDRXRA I—j
safety as part of their two-week safety ing them cross the street,” said LeCleir.  good when we can come together to 5 RF TFD _73’ ® ?E . 2 i\ s 5 & t\ VBl D X2 -
campaign,” said 2nd Lt. Andrew K. “Both the drivers and the children need  help each other.” LI WEEZECARE cT3s 26 ETk&EER BIAMLU
Williams, a logistics officer with the to be alert to the potential harm, i Eo e > B O)
battalion. “The first week, we helped which could come from not paying EX P A r
out at Tengan Elementary School, and ~ complete attention to their sur- ~ E z Db % SN
(this week) we are finishing up the roundings.” a2 — L& .
campaign by ensuring the children are In order to increase the vis- T pBZL UL) A)
able to safely cross Route 8 to Kawasaki  ibility and safety of the children, RES i 5{ % R 1‘%
Elementary School.” the volunteers taught them proper Y B AR 1B ~—
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“With having new students, we

to see the children at times, and if

Scott D. Flagg (rigth), the Camp Courtney director, and Uruma City
police officers make sure children are safe by stopping traffic and
assisting them in safely crossing the road April 15. 4315H. Fit/z5
DREZHRIDOHICBZ IEHTREICEZTENSLDICTEHF v
TA—bZ—DXOvb-D-TIVVEIEIREEDHFERENDERE.
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Lance Cpls. Josiah A. LeCleir, front, and
Tyler D. Baldwin help children safely
cross the road on their way to school
April 15 in Uruma City. As part of a
two-week safety campaign, Marines
volunteered to help new students learn
proper procedures for safely crossing
roads. 48158 2% CERPDF
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Marines make

lasting impressions

at day care center

Lance Cpl. Kasey Peacock

First impressions can last a lifetime,
especially for children. As children
grow, many reflect on past experiences
and remember those who influenced
their future. Positive interaction with
those from other nations and under-
standing diverse cultures and person-
alities are important things that make
lasting impressions on youth.

Smiles were wide and laughter loud as
Marines and sailors of Camp Schwab vis-
ited Himawari Gakudo Day Care Center
May 11 to build such a relationship.

The day care center hosts more than 70
children ranging from ages 5-12, and the
visit helped introduce the Marines to the
children, according to Navy Lt. Reginald
E. Jones, the chaplain of 3rd Battalion,
6th Marine Regiment, which is currently
deployed to Okinawa under the unit
deployment program.

Following introductions, the children
impressed the service members with a
demonstration of their ability to use a
soroban. Once the ice was broken, the
children and service members began play-
ing card games, darts, musical instruments
and various sporting activities.

“I was so pleased to see the happy
faces on all of the children today,” said
Yoichiro Higa, the director of the day
care center. “The kids get very few op-
portunities to meet and interact with the
American military members. This was a
great chance for them to play together. I
hope this interaction was one of many to
come in the future.”

Community relations events like these
offer the chance for Marines and sailors
to experience a unique piece of Okinawa
culture, according to Lance Cpl. Ricardo
Gonzalez, a Marine Air-Ground Task
Force planning specialist with 4th Marine
Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, III MEF.
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“I always enjoy spending time with
kids and knew this would be a great
opportunity,” said Gonzalez. “I figure
if I'm out here having fun, maybe I can
go back and encourage more Marines
to participate.”

These children are most likely the
same ages as some of the Marines’
younger siblings, according to Higa.

“I hope this relationship will con-
tinue to grow,” said Higa. “The service
members are always welcome here, and
I know the children will look forward to
future events.”

Even with a slight language barrier
between them, the service members and
children did not hesitate to interact and
relate with each other.

“I noticed one of the Marines was
wearing a Japanese cartoon shirt,”
said an 11-year-old boy at the day care
center. “I thought this was very cool and
enjoyed spending time with the Ameri-
can brothers”

The Marines were able to get in-
volved with the day care center after
more than a decade, according to Fumio
Iha, the community relations specialist
of Camp Schwab.

“The day went exactly as we had
hoped,” said Tha. “With today’s
success, I hope we can establish a
consistent presence at the day care
center in the future.”

Chief Petty Officer Robert
Starkey carries Sari Kinjo,

a six-year-old child of
Himawari Gakudo Day Care
Center on his shoulders
May 11. 5B11H. U&EhHY
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Pfc. Andre D. Edwards, motor
transport operator, shows a

photo on his smartphone to the
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of the United States Marine Corps. However,
the contents of Big Circle are not necessarily
official views of, or endorsed by, the Marine
Corps, U.S. Government or Department of
Defense. Itis published quarterly by the Con-
solidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
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Accounting tech supports $450 million in
Marine Corps procurement

This edition’s interview is
with Etsuko Miyagi, an account-
ing technician with the manage-
rial accounting branch.

Editor: What is your job?

Miyagi: I oversee procure-
ment and expenditures of seven
different offices, for which the
budget totals approximately
$450 million.

When an office needs to
purchase something, they
submit the necessary docu-
mentation to me. I verify the
documentation is properly com-
pleted and all the information
is accurate. I also confirm that
enough funds are available for
the purchase.

When someone is traveling
for a temporary additional duty,

they input their travel details
into the Defense Travel System.
I then check the details and
calculate cost estimates.

I also provide the fund
managers of each office with
a weekly fund status report,
which states how much of their
budget has been used and how

much remains.

Editor: Does this position
require any Japan or U.S. ac-
counting-related certifications?

Miyagi: No, it doesn’t. The
Marine Corps uses its own ac-
counting system, so we must
understand how the system
works. It is my responsibility
to monitor the movement of
purchase orders within the
system to make sure expendi-

tures are properly paid from
the proper office account that
requested the purchase. When
an authorized purchase is ex-
ecuted, normally it is reflected
automatically to the balance
of the purchasing office, but
sometimes we need to manually
input the data. It is important
to closely monitor to ensure
there are no funding data dis-
crepancies.

Editor: What do you like
the most about your job?

Miyagi: Ifeel great satisfac-
tion in maintaining the system
without errors or discrepancies.
Itis achievable if you commit to
your job every day.

I have been in this posi-
tion for eight years, and this is

the longest I have been in one
position throughout my career.
It’s stimulating to be able to
use English daily, and I enjoy
communicating with the people
in the office I am in charge of
because everyone is so nice.

Editor: What do you enjoy
doing outside of your work?

Miyagi: Flamenco (Span-
ish folk music and dance) is my
passion. I have been doing it
for about 12 years. When I
first heard the flamenco gui-
tar, it stirred my soul. I spent
one year in Seville, Spain, to
learn flamenco.

When I am done with rais-
ing my children, I would love
to go back to Spain to further
improve my flamenco skills.
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